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First thing to be directly affested by the war 1n
the Pacific is the Third Sydney Conferonce Plamued to
e held sarly next January. Plang are now in the same
gositiun as they weroe two weoks ago, and no chenge is

ikely to toke ph ce unless the ., Peaifio  situetion
alters considerably in the next fortnight.

Bill Veney's idea of holding the Conference 1s un-
changed. He still hes hopes of fana getting together
for a genernl discuseion, to find out on whet mattors
they ere in unanimous agreement. The rooom he has boen
promised iz etill cpen to him. He knows that anough
fans to meXe tho Conference & success have  promised
to turn up. He elso kanows that ths Court of Inguiry
w1ill not intorfers with his plans, being fixed for a
waok carlier. 80 as far as fandom itsalf ia conecerned
thera will be nothing te stop the Confercnce. Alsa,
Bill's mother 15 back on the road to health, so0 from
this angle the Conferonce is also all right.

There is only one thing that can stop it; the wan
The futurc actions of many fans will bo doubtful. Ale
though nost Sydney fang are just under militery ege,
in the evont of & national emergency all thoughts of
fen aotivities must ba put aside until such time as
we con toke them up from where we left off.

It is loas than throee woeks to the Conforsnce. The
possibility of eny drastic changss ino that time nizht
seem unlikely, but we cemnot say for certsin where we
will be when those three weeks are up. Still, plans
for the Conference ars ready.As far as fandom is com-
cerned, it will be hald. However, we must weit sng
see, Time will tell.
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N5, .COVERS.
OLD ARD NEY COVEHS EQUALLY LIKED.

Votos 1n our fifth (and for the timec boing) sccond
1last pro poll are caming in, elthough slowly, and the
variotts covers ¢o far recelivsd cover a very wide area
as regards both time and magezine.

As only four covers have reeeived morse then one,
it would be impossible to record all the covers in
this isaue, MNowaver, top positions at prasent are eas
follows:

Number of vwitos rocelvad.ccviciver-raanarserd
JSTOUNDITG FEB,39,ROGERS ,CRUCIBLE OF POYER. .3
ASTOUNDING ,APR. 39, SCHNEEGAKN {ASTRON+}eesvt..3
UNKHONN , JUN . 40 , CARTIER, DUT WITHOUT HORNS...2
AMAZING,OCT . 35 ,MOREY ,ANOTBER DIMENSION...v..1

The Februery 32 Astounding cover was Rogers!'! first
effort, and deplcts the crash of tha space-ship in
Williamcon's "Crucibls of Powsr,*

The April 39 Astounding cove¢ shows Saturn as soen
from Japctus, and has bsen praiscd by others then stf
fans and reedarg.

The June 40 cover on Unkpown, by Carticr, illustr-
ateg,or rather symbolisos,Page’s*But Without ILiornsA

The getober 35 cover on Amazing is by Loo  Moray,
wito has had morc covaers wvoted for so far than any
other artist.

45 regards the numbor of covers submitted, out of
the four votrcs, fourteon different covers have been
rocaeived. Of these four ara by Licrey, itwo by Paul, 2
by Cartier, two by Rogors,onc zech by Schneeman,iflcr
Finlay and Deld.

Efght covors arc less tharn threa years old, and
four arc over ten ycars old. Covers off scven maga-
2ines are included, and so far we have only received
four votes!

By next wcck, when the poll g d close, wec hope
to have most Sydney Votes, Whet! nterstatc wvotas
come¢ or not is doubtful at the prasent mowent, So wo
appual to you fans down South.Wnen Yyou roead this send
in your vote straight away. MHow can we have a record
of Australinn fan opinions,Iif only half aof them wie?
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DO, AT BARUOR.
ke IEou rpews by Wog Hockley.

TED RUSSELL BACK IN FANDOM.

It was noarly threa months age that Tad Russall
announced that he would have to resign from the F.5.8
and drop fan activities bacause of school and exem
work. Now his oexems are over, and he intends to re~
enter into fancom.

He hes sigmificd his intention of coming to tha
next F.8.5. meeting to stand re-~election, and mambers
have no abjactions to this. His application will be
considerced on the apot. Hz was forced to resign dy
necessity,not of his own fres will, henc¢e he will not
be oonsidersgd an ordinary guest,and the “iwo mesting®
rulo will not apply.

Bruce Sawye;- unexpestadly turncd up et the Russ-
€113* last weekend. It was @ sort of farewell tour,
being probably the last time he would be zeeing fans
for a long timo.Incidentally, Bruce mentioned that he
will not bs geing overseas.

I thiak I speak for all fendom when I wish Bruce
the very obeat of luck, and & quick and safé ratwrn.

3. DOLNGS.

Hext meoting of the 85 1a ncw definitely set down
for Fridey Deceiber 12, at Eric mnd Ted Russells
home, ccumencing at 1.320.

Tho false nows about the blackeout, &appearing in
last week's papsy, ocaused some dcudbt to be thrown on
the meating for & while. Now, all going well, it will
éafinitelv vbe held. As wWith last meating, two guesta
have been invited.

T TR
= ?a’fﬁ‘cfrfg of ZMece Savyer reminds us that hia com=
pe‘luon will <lose in two week¥a ¢ime, and thon vot-
ing w.1) oommence ta determine the pi.ck of Australian
fan material cver the lesi four mon“hs.

IIUM,.
he Secret Seven,” shovm 1a £yloey some time ago,
hus now beon skown in Melbourhna.
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T‘W t FOUR . ___
ANDOM_AT BANDQW . (conte)
ASTOUNDING GOES LARGE SIZE.
In the past we have stuck solely to Australian
news. However, thie Announcement is eo important that
it finds & place In this Iegue.
Astounding Science Fiction is to go largs size.
Tha change will commence with the January 1942
iszue, when Astounding will become the snme size as
Unknown Worlds is at present.Thet is, 128 pages,uhich
mweens one and o half timas the size of the smaller
magezine. Price will be raisad to twenty five cents.
Did we hear somecns say *Just like the geod ald

days.*

SUTTH CALIED UP.
Ralph Swmith hae been called up, and should go into
camp shortly.

FROW THE PAPERS.

Those itcms are a 1ittls stale, but thers has baen
no room for them before.

Ghosts, or rether, a ghost, was reported to be
hounting a house at Waterloo of late. A taxi-driver
said he drove 1t cut to the mein road, and when he
locked around, it hod disappeared.

Sydnay's Daily Mirror recently ran en article on
the avolution of the horse,

1Y THE PhPERS.
Sunday Sun had e paragraph on the price of eggs.
‘Twas written by Vol Molesworth.
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